UCONN Graduate Program in Public Health

MPH Thesis Application Form
A thesis represents an independent investigation of a significant topic that contributes in a meaningful way to ongoing knowledge within a particular field of study.  As such, the thesis emphasizes the scholarships of discovery in which the generation of basic and/or practical knowledge of health and public health services/systems will yield greater understanding of the community’s public health concerns.  Relevant thesis projects include investigations into social, behavioral, physical and biological factors that underlie population health and health service delivery. A thesis may also focus on development of quantitative or qualitative methods development as aides to the information discovery process.  Whatever the topic, it is expected that the completed thesis will provide generalizable knowledge for the public health community through publication and/or presentation of findings. 
Students who undertake a thesis are expected to have completed all curriculum requirements of the program as well as 9-credits of thesis related work (GRAD 395).   A 3-person advisory committee must approve a student’s proposal for research and, depending upon the topic, review and approval of the protocol by the Health Center’s Institutional Review Board may be sought.

To facilitate review and approval by program advisors before commencing thesis research, students are required to complete the following questionnaire.

1. Briefly state below the question you will be addressing during your research.
2. What do you anticipate is the answer to the above question? (i.e., research hypothesis)
3. Upon what basis did you arrive at this tentative conclusion? (i.e., background to your research)
4. What resources, tools, and strategies will you employ investigating this question?
a. Collaborations (With what other individuals, organizations or institutions will you be engaged with during this research project?)
b. Data (What is your target population?  What criteria will you use to select or exclude observations?)
c. Measurement (What information will you collect? how will it be gathered and organized?)
d. Analysis (What relationships among variables will you explicitly examine? What quantitative and/or qualitative methods will you use to generate findings?)
e. Findings (How, if at all, will results be conveyed to the larger public health community?) 
5. How will your specific field of public health study be advanced as a result of this research?
6. Does this research require review to protect human subjects by the UCONN and/or other Institutional Review Boards?

____ Yes UCONN IRB has approved this project

____ Yes _____________________ IRB has approved this project


____  No, this project does not require IRB approval 
(Explain___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Will you have received all other necessary agreements, assurances and commitments before undertaking this 
project?

___ Yes, agreements, assurances and commitments have been received from:
List individual or organization
Authorizing Signature
Date

____________________________________        __________________________________________________

____________________________________        __________________________________________________

8. Advisory Committee Approvals:

Print Name
Signature
Date
Major Advisor
_________________________
 ______________________________________________
Associate Advisor
_________________________
 ______________________________________________
Associate Advisor
_________________________
 ______________________________________________
9.
Program Director Approval:
______________________________________________
Student’s Name   ____________________________________________

                                        Please Print

